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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 15817 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, TH, US 

SUBJECT: U.S./THAI NAVAL EXERCISE 

REF: A) CINCPAC PALNO BANGKOK 240335Z JULY 

B) BANGKOK 15581 

C) STATE 181384 

1. AS INDICATED IN REF. A, THE SUBJECT U.S./THAI 
NAVAL EXERCISE IS A ROUTINE JOINT AMPHIBIOUS TRAINING 
EVENT TO BE CONDUCTED BY SMALL ELEMENTS OF THE ROYAL 
THAI NAVY AND MARINES AND THE U.S. NAVY AND MARINES 
DURING AUGUST 21 TO 27. THIS EXERCISE HAS BEEN PLANNED 
FOR ABOUT A YEAR AND IS FOR COORDINATING AND CONDUCTING 
JOINT OPERATING PROCEDURES BETWEEN FORCES OF THE TWO 
NATIONS. THE EVENT WILL BE IN TWO PHASES. THE 
FIRST AUGUST 21 - 23 WILL INCLUDE PARTICIPATION BY 
ABOUT ONE COMPANY OF U.S. MARINES AND THE USS DULUTH. 

AN AMPHIBIOUS TRANSPORT SHIP. THE THAI PARTICIPATION 
FOR THIS PHASE WILL BE ONE LST WITH NAVAL AND MARINE 
COMPLEMENT OF APPROXIMATELY 100 MEN. THE EXACT LOCATION 
FOR THIS AMPHIBIOUS LANDING HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED AT 
THIS TIME AS NAVAL OFFICIALS WISH TO SELECT THE LANDING 
BEACHES AT THE TIME OF THE EXERCISE. WEATHER AND 
TIDE CONDITIONS WILL BE PARAMOUNT IN THEIR 
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ONE WILL BE NO CLOSER THAN 90 KILOMATERS TO THE NEAREST 
POINT ON THE THAI/CAMBODIAN BORDER. THE SECOND 
PHASE FROM AUGUST 24-26 WILL INCLUDE PRACTICE ARTILLERY 
FIRING BY THE MARINE ELEMENTS AT THE ROYAL THAI MARINE 
TRAINING CENTER AT CHANTABURI, WHICH IS LOCATED APPROXI- 
MATELY 20 KILOMETERS FROM THE CAMBODIAN BORDER. 

BOTH PHASES OF THE EXERCISE WILL TAKE PLACE ON ROYAL 
THAI MILITARY FACILITIES. 

2. THIS TRAINING EXERCISE DOES NOT INVOLVE U.S. 

FORCES STATIONED IN THAILAND. THE NAVY ELEMENTS 
ARE FROM THE U.S. 7TH FLEET AND THE U.S. MARINE 
ELEMENTS ARE FROM THE PACIFIC FLEET MARINES. 
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